Honey Bee
& Pollination


http://agrifutures.com.au/honey-bee-pollination
http://agrifutures.com.au/honey-bee-pollination

Honey bees are vital to filling our bellies and

to the Australian economy. With over 35 food
industries’ crop production dependent on
pollination, the annual contribution of the humble
honey bee is LIS to our economy. In
addition, honey and hive products also contribute
$147 million in farm gate value (gross value of
production) to the Australian economy.
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2KarasinskiJ M (2018) The economic valuation of Australian managed and wild honey bee pollinators in 2014-15, Curtin University.
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Crop production by state 2018/2019

In Australia, 65% of horticultural and agricultural crops introduced since European States and territories across Australia are dependent on
settlement require honey bees for pollination. Various tree, vine, broadacre and seed crops honey bees and pollination services to produce hundreds and
are largely dependent on this process for their yield. Without bees these fruits, seeds, thousands of tonnes (t) of crop.

nuts and vegetables would not make it from the paddock to our plates. The eight industries
examined here show the importance of honey bees and pollination services for Australian
agriculture and the nation’s food security.
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Commercial beekeepers provide pollination services to ensure production of our favourite food crops.

For pollination each hive contains between 40,000 and 70,000 honey bees (depending on the crop being
pollinated). The honey bees pollinate the fruit by taking pollen from one flower to the same or a different flower.
Thisis an important process to produce nuts, fruits and vegetables of these industries, along with many others.
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The conservative estimated number of hives and honey bees required

to produce crops across Australia.

Did you know for each kilogram of mangos you eat, 21 honey bees
were required for pollination? Whereas it only takes four bees to
produce one kilogram of apples. Regardless of how many it takes,
without the pollination services of the humble honey bee we would

not be able to enjoy these nuts, fruits and vegetables.
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The estimated number of honey
bees required to produce 1kg of
crop from each industry.
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The number of hives per hectare (ha) required to produce crops is different for each industry.
The exact number depends on many factors, including:

Grower awareness of the importance of pollination
«  Grower willingness to pay for pollination
« The attractiveness of the crop to honey bees
« Thecrop’s ability to generate honey and pollen
« Thecropvariety used and the presence of unmanaged honey bee colonies.
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The conservative (lower) estimated number of hives per hectare to produce crops.




Snapshot of each
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